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Delegates will:

• be given an overview of the specification

• explore the mark schemes and AOs

• look at and mark some exemplars of real student responses

• be supported in moving over to Pearson Edexcel.

Aims and Objectives of the course
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• Overview and outline of the specification and 

assessments

• Paper 1 and exemplars

• Paper 2 and exemplars

• Support

• Questions and close

Agenda



1. Overview of the 
Specification



GCSE English Literature – 1ET0

Paper 1: 1hr 45 mins (50%) Paper 2: 2hrs 15 mins (50%)

Section A: Shakespeare

• Two questions.

• One based on a 30-line extract and one 

on the whole play.

Section A: 19th-century novel

• Two questions.

• One based on a 400-word extract and 

one on the whole novel.

Section B: Post-1914 British play or 

novel

• Students study either drama or prose.

• Choice of essay questions.

• SPaG is assessed.

Section B: Poetry

• One question comparing one named 

poem from the chosen anthology 

collection with another of the student’s 

choice from the collection.

• One question comparing two unseen 

contemporary poems.



Set works
Paper 1: Set Texts Paper 2: Set Texts

Section A: Shakespeare

• Macbeth

• The Tempest

• Romeo and Juliet

• Much Ado about Nothing

• Twelfth Night

• The Merchant of Venice

Section A: 19th-century novel

• Jane Eyre

• Great Expectations

• Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

• A Christmas Carol

• Pride and Prejudice

• Silas Marner

• Frankenstein

Section B: Post-1914 British play or novel

• Animal Farm

• Lord of the Flies

• Anita and Me

• The Woman in Black (novel)

• An Inspector Calls

• Hobson’s Choice

• Blood Brothers

• Journey’s End

• Coram Boy

• Boys Don’t Cry

• The Empress

• Refugee Boy

Section B: Poetry

• Relationships

• Conflict

• Time and Place

• Belonging



GCSE English Literature

AO Assessment Objective % in GCSE

AO1 Read, understand and respond to texts

Students should be able to: 

• maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal 

response

• use textual references, including quotations, to support and 

illustrate interpretations

37

AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to 

create meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology 

where appropriate

42

AO3 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the 

contexts in which they were written

16

AO4 Use of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose 

and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation

5



Where are the Assessment Objectives assessed?

• AO1 is assessed in Shakespeare part (b); Post-1914 play/novel; 19th-century novel part b and unseen 

poetry.

• AO2 is assessed in Shakespeare part (a); 19th-century novel part (a), anthology poetry and unseen 

poetry.

• AO3 is assessed in Shakespeare part (b); Post-1914 play/novel and Anthology poetry.

• AO4 is assessed in Post-1914 century play/novel.



2. Paper 1: Shakespeare 
and Post-1914 Literature



Section A: Shakespeare



Paper 1: Shakespeare

• The question has two compulsory parts. 

• Part (a) is a close analysis of an extract 

which will be approximately 

30 lines in length.

• Part b) is focused on how a theme from the 

extract is explored elsewhere in the play. 

Candidates also consider the context of the 

play.  

• Part (a) is assessed for AO2 (20 marks).

• Part (b) is assessed for AO1 and AO3 

(20 marks).



Paper 1: Shakespeare – Extract and Question – Macbeth



Paper 1: Shakespeare – Macbeth – Mark Scheme Part (a)



Exemplar extracts – Macbeth part (a)



Paper 1: Shakespeare – Extract and Question – 
Romeo and Juliet



Paper 1: Shakespeare – Mark Scheme Part (b)



Exemplar extracts – Romeo and Juliet part (b)



Textual references and quotations

• For all of the questions in GCSE Literature, students are required to use textual references to support the 

points they are making about the text.

• As both of the papers are closed book examinations, students will not have the texts with them.

• Where there is an extract, or the poem is provided, students will be expected to use short, relevant 

quotations from the text.

• For questions where the text is not provided, students will be rewarded for either relevant textual 

references, paraphrasing or short quotations from the text.  

• Some students do remember short quotations BUT it is not an expectation. 



Text and Context (AO3)

There are different kinds, or categories, of context which affect authors’ work and the reader’s response to it. 

Teaching should include:

• the author’s own life and individual situation, including the place and time of writing only where these 

relate to the text

• the historical setting, time and location of the text

• social and cultural contexts (e.g. attitudes in society, expectations of different cultural groups)

• the literary context of the text, for example, literary movements or genres

• the way in which texts are received and engaged with by different audiences, at different times (for 

example, how a text may be read differently in the 21st century than when it was written).



Section B: Post-1914 British 
Play or Novel



Paper 1: Post-1914 British Play or Novel

• Students complete one essay question 

from a choice of two on their text.

• Each question will be preceded by a 

short quotation from the text, to provide a 

stimulus for the response.

• Questions will focus on one or more of 

the following areas: plot, setting(s), 

character(s) and theme(s), and will 

require students to explore the question 

in relation to the context.

• AO1, AO3 and AO4 are assessed – 40 

marks



Section B: Example Questions



Boys Don’t Cry – Mark Scheme



Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling (AO4)



Exemplar Extracts – Boy’s Don’t Cry



• In Document SO2, there is a Level 5 full mark 

exemplar for An Inspector Calls.

• Read the exemplar and the mark scheme and 

note down any instances of why you think this 

is a Level 5 and what it does to get full marks.

• We’ll discuss this as a group shortly.

Activity for Post-1914 texts



Comments from the examiner

AO1/3 Level 5 (32 marks); AO4 Level 3 (8 marks)

• This is an interesting full mark response which considers Eva Smith as a construct and does not make 

her the focus of the response.

• This script is an excellent example of how the candidate can interpret the questions and how marks 

should be rewarded for these personal critical interpretations. Eva is used in this instance as a catalyst 

for the events in the play.

• It has an assured critical style and demonstrates an assured, mature and perceptive reading of the play.

• The response recognises that Eva is a representative of the issues in society at the time and the reasons 

for this.  There is a broad and insightful range of quotations used to explore the many points made.

• The candidate does use a significant amount of contextual referencing.  However, this is predominantly 

used to support the points and exemplify the challenges Eva experiences at that time.



3. Paper 2: 19th Century 
Novel and Poetry Since 
1789



Section A: 19th Century 
Novel



Paper 2: 19th Century

Students complete a two-part question.

• Part (a) is focused on a close language 

analysis of an extract of approximately 400 

words. 

AO2 – 20 marks.

• Part (b) questions may focus on different 

aspects of the text, requiring exploration of one 

or more of the following areas: plot, setting(s), 

character(s), theme(s). 

AO1 – 20 marks.



Extract and Question – Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde



Part (a) – Mark Scheme – Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde



Exemplar extracts: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – Part (a)



Extract and Question – A Christmas Carol



Part (b) Mark Scheme – A Christmas Carol



Exemplar extracts – A Christmas Carol – Part (b)



Section B: Poetry



Part 1: Anthology Poetry



Paper 2: Poetry – Part 1: Anthology Poetry

Anthology poetry

• Part 1: students answer one question on one 

named poem from the poetry anthology 

collection, reproduced in the question paper, 

and one poem of their choice. Students will 

compare the poems. Questions will focus on 

the language, form and structure of the poem 

and the contexts in which the poems were 

written.

• AO2 and AO3 will be targeted. 20 marks



Poem and Question – Conflict



Mark Scheme – Indicative Content – Conflict



Mark Scheme – Levels – Conflict



Exemplar Extracts – Conflict



Expectations for comparing poems

• Students will compare two poems. If only 

one poem is considered, the mark cannot 

go beyond Level 2.

• Students will use evidence/quotations 

from the printed poem to support points 

and comment on language, form and 

structure and, for the Anthology poetry, 

relevant contextual points.

• For the Anthology poetry, although 

students may wish to include memorised 

quotes, as this is a closed book 

examination, this is not an expectation. 

Paraphrasing will be sufficient when 

referencing the second poem. Students 

must demonstrate their knowledge of a 

second poem.



Part 2: Unseen Poetry



Paper 2: Poetry

Unseen poetry 

• Part 2: students answer one question 

comparing two unseen contemporary poems 

that are linked by a theme.

• Students are required to compare the poets’ 

portrayals of the theme through their use of 

language, form and structure

• AO1 and AO2 will be targeted. 20 marks



Poems and Question – Unseen Poetry



Mark Scheme – Indicative Content – Unseen Poetry



Mark Scheme – Levels – Unseen Poetry



Exemplar extracts – Unseen Poetry



• In Document SO2, there is a Level 5, 20 mark 

exemplar for Unseen poetry.

• Read the exemplar and the mark scheme and 

note down any instances of why you think this 

is a Level 5.

• We’ll discuss this as a group shortly.

Activity for Unseen Poetry



Comments from the examiner

• This is an assured personal response.

• The writing has a high level of personal engagement shown in the perceptive comparisons and contrasts. 

Structure such as free verse and stanza lengths are used to highlight the differences in tone and the 

differences in the relationships.

• Subject terminology such as alliteration is identified as enhancing the love felt in Poem one and the pain 

of a confused relationship in Poem two. The high level of engagement is further shown in the biblical 

reference to the orchard as the father’s own personal Eden and how, having left it, he was no longer 

happy. A subtle point is made about the poet’s wish to imprint the image of his mother on, not only his 

mind, but the readers too.

• Level 5 – 20 marks 



4. Support



GCSE English Literature webpage

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.html


Pearson Paid-for Published Resources

Recently published: highly acclaimed 
Accessible Shakespeare

Our Accessible Shakespeare texts provide 
everything students need to study in-class or 
at home, with access to audio of the full play, 
glossaries and trackers throughout and plenty 
of space for their own notes in the annotation-
friendly layout.

Target intervention workbooks contain 
structured activities to focus on the most 
common misconceptions and barriers that 
students face at GCSE (9-1), helping them to 
catch up, keep up and make expected progress.

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature


Rapid Plus

The UK’s leading reading scheme for struggling readers at KS3.

Everything you need to ensure your SEN and disadvantaged readers succeed and 

make measurable progress:

• Print books and Active Books

• Teaching Guides

• ActiveTeach reporting and monitoring

• Assessment materials

Featured in:

Find out how Rapid Plus 

could benefit your school

Teacher support 

provided – aimed at 

teachers or TA with 

limited time

Online monitoring 

and reporting

Designed for group 

reading, but also 

accessible 

independently

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/rapid-plus-1
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/rapid-plus-1


Mocks Service

1. Mocks Marking Service

       Two exam options:

o paper-based Pearson-marked for GCSE, AS & A level English

o onscreen Pearson-marked for GCSE English Language 

(2.0 included) and Literature

2. Mocks Moderation Service

       By sending in a sample of your exam papers, our moderators 

       can provide commentaries and reports to help you develop your

       marking skills. 

Download our 

Mocks Service 

PDF 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/services/mocks-services/MockServices_Guide.pdf


Tracking Progress

• Pearson Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 

students’exam and mock performance.

• See your students’scores for every exam question.

• Understand how your students’performance compares with Pearson Edexcel national 

averages.

• It can help you to identify topics and skills where students could benefit from further learning.

• Mock Analysis provides analysis of past exam papers which can be set as mock exams. 

Find out more

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html


The Full English Podcast

https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/literacy-and-english/support-for-all/support-from-pearson/the-full-english-podcast.html


Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.



5. Any Questions?
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